
LGBTQ+ Special Collections 
at William & Mary 



Special Collections Research Center
• Located on 

the 1st floor 
of Swem 
Library

• Welcoming 
visitors by 
appointment
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SCRC Class & Reading Room



What We Have

Rare Books
• 50,000+ volumes covering a 

wide range of subjects from the 
15th-21st centuries

• Includes seven incunabula 
(books printed before 1501), 
2nd largest collection of books 
about dogs in this country, and 
a 1st edition of Isaac Newton’s 
Principia.

Manuscripts
• Holdings emphasize Virginia 

history from the 17th to the 
21st centuries

• Increasingly collecting to 
support research on broad 
range of national, international 
topics

University Archives
• Collecting official records, 

student and alumni materials in 
all formats

• Includes student organization 
websites, university 
publications, theses, alumni 
scrapbooks, photographs, and 
more!



Instruction 
Program
• 50 curated class sessions, 

reaching 800+ students per 
semester

• Across all disciplines, including
• History
• Art history
• American studies
• Psychology
• Chemistry
• Math
• Creative writing
• Modern languages and literatures



LGBTQ+ History at W&M

6
The Flat Hat, May 7, 1971

The Flat Hat, 
May 14, 1971

The Flat Hat, November 10, 1978



May 29, 1986 – For 
Immediate Release
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“About 40 William and Mary 
graduates met recently at a cocktail 

reception at a private home in 
Washington, DC, and formed the 

William and Mary Gay and Lesbian 
Alumni to be known as William and 

Mary GALA…”



GALA History
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Images from William & Mary GALA Records (UA 42), undated 



GALA Advocacy
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Images from William & Mary GALA Records (UA 42), 1991-1992 

“William and Mary 
GALA achieved its 
greatest victory to date 
in winning a highly-
favorable settlement of 
the lawsuit it 
filed…against the 
Virginia Alcoholic 
Beverage Control 
(ABC) Board.”



GALA Advocacy
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Images from William & Mary GALA Records (UA 42) 



GALA Advocacy
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GALA participants in New York City Pride March, 1988.
Photographs courtesy Wayne Curtis ‘82

Images from William & Mary GALA Records (UA 42) 



AIDS Education
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Images from William & Mary GALA Records (UA 42) 



AIDS Education
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Lawrence D. Griffith Papers (UA 5.086)
National Condom Week, circa 1988. William & Mary GALA records (UA 42)



Campus Events
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Images William & Mary GALA records (UA 42)



GALA & Swem Library
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Images from William & Mary GALA Records (UA 42) 



Boswell Memorial Lecture Series
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New York Times, December 25, 1994

Colonial Echo, 1969

William & Mary GALA Records (UA 42)



Lawrence D. Griffith Papers
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The Stephens Project
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https://libraries.wm.edu/special-collections-research-center/whats-
new/exhibits/stephens-project https://digitalarchive.wm.edu/



Gender and Sexuality Ephemera Collection
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LGBTQ+ Rare Books
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Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas 
by Gertrude Stein,1933 Come Out!: Selections from the Radical Gay Liberation Newspaper, 1970 



LGBTQ+ Rare Books
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Kiss the Girls and Make Them Spy: An 
Original Jane Bond parody, 2001 Transcuba by Mariette Pathy Allen



LGBTQ+ Zines
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https://guides.libraries.wm.edu/zines/lgbtq

From A pride zine: for the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall riots by 
MasaKa Artworks, 2019



LGBTQ+ Zines
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From Transgender Health Blues: a zine abt trans struggles in the healthcare industry by @Green.Thy



Recent Collecting Efforts
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Gifts, by Maia Kobabe

she/her-he/him-they/them by Heather Harrison



Thank You!

Questions?

Email: spcoll@wm.edu
Phone: (757) 221-3090
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William & Mary GALA records (UA 42)

mailto:spcoll@wm.edu
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